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Baby owner’s manual delivered

By David Jasper

The Bulletin
ARNING!
WHAT TO DO IF
YOU SMELL GAS:

» Do not light match near source.

»Wait 2 minutes.

» If smell persists, remove rear
cover carefully to check for leak-
age.

Those operating instructions

aren’t for a gas
The stove or a new
= car. They're
baSICS from Steve
»“mﬁm owners Tague and Julie
)" anongi- - T ong’s “Baby:
o odepape™  AnOwner’s
ﬁ'% porionof  Manual,” a hu-
e book's pro- mor book all
gz';g’;ﬁ"-‘;“,g‘;‘gf’ about babies

m m‘mgtabm written entirely

JECEENI] L in the stilted

Charles’ Healthy

Start program. language of

technical writ-
ers.

Broadway Books, a Random
House imprint, is releasing the
book this week. With all due re-
spect to mothers, Tague’s “Baby”
was conceived five years ago and is
just now being delivered after
umpteen trimesters and a labor in-
duced to beat a rival book.

For a lot of would-be authors, the
rejection slip is in the mail. Some
15,000 books were published in the
United States in 2001, according to
BookWire. A smorgasbord of vani-
ty presses has set up camp right
outside the castle gates to accom-
modate those whose dreams of
publishing must be realized — even
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Steve Tague, co-author of the humor book “Baby: An Owner's Manual,” in his home office in Bend. Tague got
the idea for a baby book written in technical jargon while installing a washer and dryer.

if it means self-publishing.

Tague, a Bend photographer, and
Long, a childhood friend Tague
tapped to help write the book, did-
n't run into these difficulties. The
lesson seems to be that publishers
will still seize upon good ideas.

When his first son, Dakota, was

born, Tague, then a commercial
photographer in New York, was a
hands-on parent. .

“As difficult as it was at times, |
always saw a different side to it,” he
says. “Kind of humorous stuff.”

An avid consumer of baby books,
Tague found snippets of baby hu-

mor, but ultimately felt nobody cap-
tured the exquisite, slapsticky mess
of caring for a completely helpless
infant — not to mention the radical
lifestyle change experienced by
new parents up to their elbows in
soiled diapers and spit-up.

See Manual / B6






